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FACT SHEET

Company: Nelson Galvanizing

Inc. :

Location: 11-02 Broadway, Long Island City, NY

S8ituation: This company is

a job shop, hot-dip galvanizing

business located in a commercial area of Long Island City,
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clean-up company working in a Con-Ed manhole. The team was

told that Con-Ed uses an old 10 foot diameter gas line as a

. conduit for electrical lines, and every 3 months a clear. up
company is called to the site to pump out approx. 7,000 gals.

of acidic (pH4) water that accumulates in the condult. All
evidence points to Nelson Galvanizing as the company responsible.
Such evidence includes the facts that no business within 4 blocks
of the conduit uses large amounts of acid in its process,; the .
conduit is located about 10 feet away from a doorway at Nelson -
hext to the acid tanks, there are standing puddles inside the
Nelson premises directly adjacent to that doorway (the owners

- have conveniently placed a large pile of debrls 1n thls area to
preclude a proper 1nspectlon of the floor)

There is also a boiler room ins1de the buildlng that is actually
no more than a sheet metal partitlon. Inside. this room the team .

found a small packagée boiler in the worst physical condltlon ever57if>'

seen by one 1nspector who had done hundreds.of boiler inspections
when serving in the Air Compliance Branch. This boiler had Stean
1eak1ng from numerous cracks, loose fitting, broken welds, etc.

It is unlikely that this boiler had been either 1nspected or re-
paired within the last 15 years. 1In the inspector's opinion this
boiler is not far from a major shell failure which would result
in a severe boiler exp1051on. Just outside of the 'boiler room' -
the owners have stacked the majority of the drummed wastes. 1If
the boiler should explode the force of the explosion would de-
stroy these drums, spreading their contents for blocks.

The owner of the business stated that bu51ness was bad, due to
competition and his inability to pay for repairs to the larger
galvanizing tanks. He admitted that bankruptcy was a very strong
possibility. A Dun & Bradstreet profile of this company was
obtained from NEIC. It reveals that the company has no assets
other than the property, and in the last two yeéars has 5
judgements and 4 suits filed against it in Queens and state
court, 1nc1ud1ng IRS and state tax court, so it appears that
the company is indeed in financial dlfflculty. There is a
very strong p0551b111ty that, faced with perhaps hundreds of
thousands of dollars in disposal costs, this company will go
under and the owner will Just walk away from. everything

NYC should 1n1t1ate actlon to close this facility, thus maklng it
easier for EPA to initiate a removal action should the State
request our assistance.






